
Nearly 200 sponsors, event 
volunteers, Advocates and donors 
gathered at the Global Ministry 
Center on July 21 for the first-
ever “Experience Compassion” 
Conference. Attendees were 
treated to an experiential tour of 
how Compassion works in the 
field, a surprise Skype call with 
Guatemala’s Compassion program, 
passionate speakers, and program 
experts who educated and inspired 

guests regarding 
their important 
role in releasing children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name. 

Grant Norsworthy led worship, 
a special workshop was held for 
children, and program staff created 
informative and interactive booths 
so attendees could see firsthand 
what core ministries look like in 
the field. 

Watch for communications about 
regional Experience Compassion 
Conferences coming near you in 
the future!

FIRST ‘EXPERIENCE 
COMPASSION’ 
CONFERENCE 
A SUCCESS

With so many voices speaking 
at once, it is sometimes difficult 
to hear the voice of God. I have 
learned that I have to purposefully 
take time that is focused and free 
of distractions to listen to the Holy 
Spirit.

God has called each of us to be 
obedient. And as Advocates, He has 
called us to speak out on behalf 
of those who are hurting, those 
who have no voice. This is without 
question, but there isn’t just one set 
way for us to accomplish that task.

We are each uniquely made and 
specifically enabled by the Holy 
Spirit. And God wants to uniquely 
use us in our sphere of influence. 
So the question is, “How do we go 
about accomplishing the task that is 
set before us?” In each case, it will 
be unique and different!

How does coaching help make this 
happen? Coaching is the process of 
facilitating forward movement in 
other people — helping them find 
clarity, discover God’s direction, 
and move forward in action. 

Advocate coaching is a time when 
God can speak to you in a unique 
way appropriate to a situation in 
which you may be already engaged. 
Maybe it will be as you teach a 
Sunday school class or share with 
a small group. Maybe it will be in a 
service organization or community 
outreach program. Perhaps it will 
be a race or event that focuses on 
Water of Life or Bite Back. These 
ideas only skim the surface of 
possibilities.

Where is God leading you to share 
the message of Compassion? And 
how will you move forward in His 
power? The Advocate coaching 
relationship lends clarity and 
direction and enables you to have a 
more powerful witness.

I love ballroom dancing because, 

in partnership, it is possible to 
accomplish so much more than 
I can on my own. Coaching is a 
lot like dancing. You come to the 
coaching relationship with an idea 
you want to move forward. Your 
coach steps into the partnership 
prepared to follow your lead. And 
the music of the Holy Spirit defines 
the direction and unique steps that 
lead to the final performance. The 
end result is much more than your 
original idea. It is powerful and 
exciting!

Advocate coaching starts with a 
commitment to four 30-minute 
phone consultations. For some it 
will go much deeper. Try it!

What do you have to lose?

And what do you have to gain?

TAKE YOUR 
ADVOCACY TO 
THE NEXT LEVEL

By Jane Gillis
Advocate Coach
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